
 

Creative Writing: Advanced 
 
Course Description 

The difference between the right word and the almost right word is the difference between lightning 
and a lightning bug. ~Mark Twain 
 
Workshop your own writing and develop your editing and revising skills. In-class exercises will be 
followed by a group workshop where you will learn to review everyone’s work in a sensitive and 
constructive manner and will receive feedback on your own writing. You will have the opportunity to 
submit at least three writing assignments in different genres. 
Students should have taken The Craft of Creative Writing or a similar course. 
 
Readings* 

Short excerpts of works by both well-known and new writers will be provided in class. Readings will 
change every term. 
 
*Please note that we’ll cover as many of the readings as time permits, but the main focus of this course 
is reviewing your own writing in the workshop. 
 
Participation 

The main focus of this course is on the round-table workshop of your own writing.  Each week, a group 
of writers will submit their written work to be workshopped the following week. The instructor and 
fellow writers will then have the week to read and review the work, prepare for the workshop and to 
provide written feedback directly on the pieces submitted. Detailed guidelines on submitting your work 
along with the expectations of the workshop format will  be given at the beginning of the course. 
 
Submissions 
For fiction or non-fiction, please submit two to eight pages, typed, double- spaced with your name and 
title at the top of the first page. If it’s an excerpt from a longer work in progress and it’s helpful to 
submit a longer piece to give context (the beginning of a novel, for example), you may do so, but please 
be clear on your expectations for the review. 
 
For poetry, you may submit up to four poems, typed and single-spaced with a space between stanzas. 
Please do not centre your poems in the middle of the page, but use left margin justification. 
 
If you are writing screenplays or plays, you may submit up to 15 pages. You will be using a software 
program that formats the scenes for you (ie. Final Draft, Script Buddy, Page 2 stage, etc). 
 
  



Offering Feedback 

For the Writer 
You will have about 20-30 minutes devoted to your submission. 
 
You will begin by reading some or all of the work aloud, depending on length. 
 
Before your work is read and discussed, you may state briefly what your expectations are for the 
workshop.  Are you ready for forthright criticism? Or are you feeling fragile and just want 
encouragement? 
 
You will be able to ask questions and make comments after the review, but please refrain from talking 
until the reviewers have finished discussing your work. 
 
For the Reviewers 
Treat others as you would expect to be treated.  Any act of creation puts the creator in a vulnerable 
position, so only positive and constructive criticism should be given. 
 
Always start with something positive. “What I really like about this poem is the imagery in line. . .” 
 
Try to make comments that will help the writer improve the piece. Look for strengths as well as 
weaknesses and try to be specific in your comments. Don’t say, “I really hate the main character.”  
Instead say, “I’m not sure if I understand the main character’s motivations.  He doesn’t feel fully 
developed to me because. . .” 
 
You will already have made written comments directly on the copy of the story or poem given to you by 
the writer.  You may also choose to make a separate sheet of comments as well.  You will be returning 
your written comments to the writer, and it’s important that your writing is legible. 
 
During the discussion, we will go around the room starting with positive comments about everything we 
like about the piece. 
 
We will then hone in on specific points – beginnings, characterization, structure, pacing, dialogue, 
imagery, endings, title of work, etc. – and discuss how we think the piece might be improved and any 
areas where we need clarification.  Open discussion takes place here and we may not all agree: that’s 
the nature of the workshop and it makes for some lively debate and feedback for the writer. 
 
After we are finished, the writer will have the opportunity to ask questions, make comments and clarify 
what your intentions are for the work. 
 
Assessment 

Certificate Students 
If you are a student in our professional communication certificate or our creative writing award of 
achievement, your assessment may differ from that of your classmates. Please note that part of that 
assessment will be a final portfolio that will require you to submit a piece of writing or other project 
from this class. 
 
  



Assessment for the Course 
The instructor and fellow workshop participants will assess your writing submissions for clarity, 
structure, style, and content, with the aim of improving the work and readying it for publication or 
portfolio submission. 
 
Letters of Completion 
In order to be eligible for a letter of completion, you will need to attend at least 80% of the classes (or 
the online equivalent) and complete the assignments. You can request a letter of completion by 
emailing us at writing.exl@ubc.ca after the course has finished. 
 
Feedback 
You will receive detailed written and verbal feedback from the instructor and fellow workshop 
participants on all submissions, and will also receive constructive encouragement and commentary 
during in-class writing exercises. 
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Course Schedule 

 
Week One: 

• How to workshop; Poetry: T.S. Eliot’s The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock 
• Group A submits to the workshop 

 
Week Two: 

• Autobiography excerpt: After the Falls by Catherine Gildiner; Group A review 
• Group B submits to the workshop 

 
Week Three: 

• Travel Writing: Shipping Out by David Foster Wallace; 
• Group B review 
• Group C submits to the workshop 

 
Week Four: 

• Fiction: Broken Homes by William Trevor; Group C review 
• Group A submits to the workshop 

 
Week Five: 

• Fiction: Axis by Alice Munro; Group A review 
• Group B submits to the workshop 

 
Week Six: 

• Fiction: The Fly Paper by Elizabeth Taylor; Group B review 
• Group C submits to the workshop 

 
Week Seven: 

• Autobiography excerpt: Reflections by Pablo Casals; 
• Group C review 
• Everyone submits something short (poem, postcard story) to the workshop 

 
Week Eight: 

• Final workshop review for all 
 


