
 
 
 
 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND HUMANITARIAN LAW LECTURE SERIES  
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Vancouver, B.C. January 18, 2008  “Human rights, at home and abroad, should be at the top of 
all our policy lists, and this important series of public discussions is a call to action. “ 
Stephen Owen, Vice-President, External, Legal & Community Relations, UBC 
 
Lawyers Rights Watch Canada (LRWC) in collaboration with UBC Continuing Studies is offering 
four free lectures on International Human Rights and Humanitarian Law to be held on January 26, 
February 23, March 15 and April 19. The location is the Robson Square Theatre 800 Robson 
Street at 7-9 pm (doors open at 6 pm). The first in the series is The Development of International 
Human Rights and Humanitarian Law presented by the Honourable Claire L’Heureux-Dubé, 
internationally respected human rights advocate and former justice of the Supreme Court of 
Canada. Other lecturers will be Professor and President of the National Lawyers Guild, Marjorie 
Cohn, Canadian lawyer and author Maureen Webb and Dr. Michael Byers. To ensure seating, 
registration is recommended and can be done: by phone at 604-822-1444, or online. Distance 
participation is also available through BCCampus.  
 
This lecture series is the first step towards the development of a Canadian Centre for Human 
Rights and Humanitarian Law offering free public education. 
 
According to Gail Davidson, Executive Director of LRWC, “Increasingly Canadians are looking for 
answers to human rights violations and what can done to stop them – these lectures 
offer opportunities to be better informed on these issues. It is not just our right but our duty to be 
informed about international peace human rights laws, to insist on strict enforcement and to hold 
governments accountable for violations.” 
 
After WWII, Canada was a leader in developing laws designed to prevent atrocities by creating 
universal guarantees for fundamental human rights and prohibitions against military aggression. 
Canada’s leadership was driven by the believe that, “The most basic human rights are those 
guaranteed by the criminal law – the right to life; to liberty; to freedom from arbitrary detention, 
abuse and torture…Rights, that had they been in place and in force, would have made impossible 
the atrocities of the holocaust.” The Right Honourable Beverley McLachlin Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Canada.  
 
More recently Canada has both failed to enforce these standards (e.g. torture at Guantanamo 
Bay, Omar Khadr) and participated in their violation (e.g. Maher Arar, turnover of detainees in 
Afghanistan). Lack of proper enforcement globally has left millions unprotected from the worst 
atrocities. 
 
As stated by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, “Human rights can only 
be achieved through an informed and continued demand by people for their protection.”  
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This lecture series is intended to be a first step towards providing an urgently needed 
comprehensive course of accessible studies on human rights and humanitarian law to improve 
public awareness of the universality of fundamental rights and of the duty of states to prevent and 
remedy violations.  
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For more information contact: 
Gail Davidson, Executive Director, Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada 
604.738.0338 
Lecture calendar available at http://www.lrwc.org/Int.Law.Lectures.Spring.08.pdf or brochure 
http://www.lrwc.org/documents/Int.Law.Lectures.Spring.08.Brochure.doc
 

UBC Continuing Studies, 5997 Iona Drive, Vancouver, BC  V6T 1Z1 p. 2 

http://www.lrwc.org/Int.Law.Lectures.Spring.08.pdf
http://www.lrwc.org/documents/Int.Law.Lectures.Spring.08.Brochure.doc

	HUMAN RIGHTS AND HUMANITARIAN LAW LECTURE SERIES 

